
MORAL STORIES FOR CLASS:8TH
  

 

1) A Foolish Stag 

Once, a stag was awfully thirsty. He went to a pond to drink water. He saw his reflection in the 

clear water. He was happy to see his beautiful horns. He also saw his thin and lean legs. He was 

very sorrowful to see them. The next moment, he saw two hounds coming towards him. He was 

afraid. He ran fast to save his life. His ugly legs carried him far away from the hounds. He 

happened to pass through the bushes. His horns were caught up in them. He tried his best to free 

himself but in vain. The hounds overtook him. They tore him into pieces.  

Moral:                                                                                                                                                                                         

1) Pride hath a fall.                                                                                                                                        

2) All that glitters is not gold.                                                                                                                                       

3) Appearances are often deceptive. 

2) The Monkey with Grains 

There lived a monkey in a tree near the village well. He was feeling very hungry one day. He 

entered the house of a farmer in search of food. He put his hand into a box through a small hole. 

He was glad to find it full of grams. He tried to get a handful of these. But the hole was very 

small, and the monkey was too greedy to be satisfied with a small quantity. All of a sudden he 

was seen by the farmer’s dog. It fell upon him at once and tore him into pieces. 

Moral: Greed is a Curse. 

3) A Lion and a Mouse 

Once upon a time, a lion was sleeping in the sun. A mouse came there. He climbed up his body 

and began to play there. The lion caught the mouse in his paw. He was about to kill him when 

the mouse said, ‘If you let me go, I may be of some help to you some day.’ The lion laughed and 

let him go. After a few days, the lion was caught in a net. He tried to free himself but in vain. 

The mouse came there by chance. He saw the lion. He gnawed at the ropes of the net with his 

teeth and freed the lion. The lion thanked the mouse for his help and went away to the jungle. 

Moral:                                                                                                                                                                   

1) Kindness never goes unrewarded.                                                                                                                       

2) Do good and have good.                                                                                                                                     

3) Virtue is its own reward. 

4) A Friend in Need is a Friend Indeed 

Once upon a time, two friends set out on a journey. They had promised to help each other. On 

the way, they saw a bear coming towards them. They were afraid. One of them climbed up a tall 

tree. The other did not know how to climb. He lay down on the ground and held his breath. The 

bear fell on him and sniffed him. He took him for the dead and ran away. Then the first man 



came down from the tree. He asked him as a joke what the bear had said in his ear. He replied 

that the bear had advised him not to trust a selfish person. Then, he started his journey all alone. 

Moral:                                                                                                                                                                    

1) A friend in need is friend indeed.                                                                                                                

2) Fair weather friends leave in the lurch. 

5) King Bruce and a Spider 

Robert Bruce was the king of Scotland. His country was occupied by the British. He fought 

many battles against the British to free his country. He was defeated every time. Once, he ran 

and hid himself in a cave. He had decided to fight no more. In the cave, he saw a spider. It had 

fallen from its cobweb. It was trying to reach its web but failed. It tried for nine times. But every 

time, it failed. The king thought that it would try no more. But the spider tried for the tenth time. 

Now it succeeded in reaching its web. It gave the king a new hope. He gathered his scattered 

forces. He attacked the British with a new force. This he succeeded in defeating and driving them 

out. 

Moral:                                                                                                                                                                 

1) Try, try again.                                                                                                                                   

2) No pains, no gains.                                                                                                                                            

3) God helps those who help themselves.                                                                                                  

4) Try hard whether you are succeeded or not. 

6)  A Milk-maid with Basket of Eggs 

A Milk-maid had been to the meadow to milk her cows. Now she was returning home with a pail 

of milk on her head. She thought, "I will make cream and butter out of this milk. Then selling 

them, I will buy eggs, when they hatch, I shall have a good poultry farm." She further thought, "I 

shall sell some of my fowls and buy a fine dress. Seeing it on my body at the fair, all the boys 

will admire me. But I will turn them away just tossing my head.” Lost in day dreams, she forgot 

about the pail on her head. She tossed her head with a jerk and the pail of milk came tumbling 

down. It was broken and all the milk got spilt.   

 

Moral:  

1) Don't count your chickens before they are hatched. 

2) Don’t build castles in the air. 

7) A Woodcutter and His Axe 

Once upon a time, a woodcutter was felling a tree on the bank of the river. His axe slipped from 

his hand and fell into the water. The woodcutter began to weep and cry. A fairy came there. She 

asked him the reason of his weeping. He replied that his axe had fallen into the river. He did not 

know how he would earn his living. The fairy dived into the water. She brought out a golden axe. 

The woodcutter did not take it. The fairy dived again and brought out a silver axe. He again 

refused to take it. The fairy dived for the third time and brought out an iron axe. The woodcutter 



accepted it with joy. The fairy became very happy. She gave him the other two axes as a reward 

for his honesty. 

Moral:                                                                                                                                                                 

1) Honesty is the best policy.                                                                                                                                     

2) Virtue is its own reward. 

8) A Thirsty Crow 

Once upon a time, a crow felt very thirsty. He flew about here and there in search of water but all 

in vain. At last, he reached a garden. He saw a pitcher of water lying under a tree. He tried to 

drink water from it. The water was very low in it. His beak could not reach it. He was 

disappointed. Then, he saw some pebbles lying there. He put a few of them into the pitcher. The 

water rose up a little. This encouraged him. So he threw more and more pebbles into the pitcher. 

The water rose up to the brim. He drank water to his fill and flew away happily. 

Moral:                                                                                                                                                                  

1) Necessity is the mother of invention.                                                                                                  

2) God helps those who help themselves.                                                                                                              

3) Where there is a will, there is a way.                                                                                                  

4) He who seeks, finds. 

9) A Hare and a Tortoise 

Once, a hare and a tortoise were fast friends. The hare often made fun of the slow speed of the 

tortoise. The tortoise could not bear this insult. One day, he challenged the hare to run a race. 

They fixed the top of a hill as the winning post. On the fixed day, the race started. The hare ran 

fast and was soon out of sight. On the way, he lay down under a shady tree and fell fast asleep. 

But the tortoise went on moving. He saw the hare sleeping. He passed by him silently and 

reached the winning post. When the hare woke up, it was getting dark. He again ran as fast as he 

could. When he reached the winning post, he found the tortoise already sitting there. He was 

much ashamed. 

Moral:                                                                                                                                                                  

1) Slow and steady wins the race.                                                                                                                     

2) Pride hath a fall.                                                                                                                                               

3) Never make fun of others.  

10)  Union is Strength 

Once a farmer had three sons. They always quarreled with one another. The farmer was very sad. 

One day, he gave them a bundle of sticks. He ordered them to break it. They tried turn by turn 

but failed. Now the farmer untied the bundle. He gave one stick to each of them to break. They 

broke it easily. Now, the farmer advised them that no one would harm them if they were united 

like sticks. The advice bore fruit. The sons quarrelled after that. 



Moral:                                                                                                                                                                           

1) Union is strength.                                                                                                                              

2) United we stand, divided we fall. 

11) A Strange Hen 

Once upon a time, a poor man lived in a certain village. He had a strange hen. It laid an egg of 

gold daily. He sold it at a high price. He grew rich within a few weeks. Now his wealth made 

him greedy. He decided to grow even richer. One evening, he killed the hen. He opened its 

stomach and looked for the eggs. But he was sad, when he found no egg in the stomach at all. He 

wept and repented of his mistake. He could get neither the hen not the eggs. 

Moral:                                                                                                                                                              

1) Haste makes waste.                                                                                                                             

2) It is no use crying over spilt milk.                                                                                                                      

3) A bird in the hand is worth two in the bush.                                                                                             

3) Something is better than nothing. 

12) A Tailor and the Elephant 

Once an elephant lived in a village. He got in friendship with a tailor. The elephant used to a river 

for a bath. After drinking water and taking a bath it would pass by a tailor’s shop and the tailor 

would give it something to eat .One day the tailor was in angry mood due to quarrel with his one 

of the customers. The elephant came as usual.  Instead of giving anything to eat, he pricked the 

elephant’s trunk with his needle. The elephant felt agonized with pain. He made up his mind to 

teach a tailor a lesson. He went to the river, had his bath and then filled up its trunk with muddy 

water. He stopped at the tailor’s shop and throw in all the muddy water on the garments in the 

shop. The clothes were spoiled with mud. The tailor suffered a great loss. He felt sad for his 

misdeed. But it was too late. 

 

Moral:                                                                                                                                                                                                          
1) Tit for tat.                                                                                                                                          

2) As you sow, so shall you reap. 

 


